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SUBJECT: REQUEST EOR ASSISTANCE FROM BALL AGRICULTURE 
SYSTEMS 

1. MR. JAMES AYERS, PRESIDENT OF BALL AGRICULTURE SYSTEMS 
OF BOULDER, COLORADO (SUBSIDIARY OF BALL CORPORATION, 
MUNCIE, INDIANA) HAS RECEIVED A EORMAL TENDER DOCUMENT 
FROM THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND WATER IN SAUDI ARABIA, 
RELATIVE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE WADI DAWASIR AREA. 

2. BALL HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO SUBMIT A EORMAL BID BY 
AUGUST 28, 1976. THE BID DOCUMENT WAS DATED JUNE 19 AND 
RECEIVED BY BALL ON JULY 6. BALL IS EXTREMELY INTERESTED 
IN BIDDING ON THIS PROJECT WHICH IT DESCRIBES AS BEING IN 
THE TENS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS. COMPANY HAS BEEN WORKING 
ACTIVELY IN PREPARING A FORMAL RESPONSE AND PROJECT 
PROPOSAL WHICH WILL INVOLVE BALL. COMPANY HAS COME TO THE 
CONCLUSION THAT IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR IT TO COMPLETE THE 

BID RESPONSE BY AUGUST 28. BALL HAS HAD EXTENSIVE DIS- 
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BELIEVES IT HAS A GOOD SHOT AT THE CONTRACT, BUT THAT IT 
IS UNABLE TO MEET DEADLINE. BALL HAS REQUESTED DIRECTLY 
EROM THE MINISTRY OE AGRICULTURE AND WATER AN EXTENSION 
UNTIL OCTOBER 15. 

3. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO DISCUSS THIS PROPOSAL WITH 
APPROPRIATE OFEICIALS IN MINISTRY OE AGRICULTURE TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER AN EXTENSION OE THE BID DEADLINE IS 
POSSIBLE. TO THE BEST OF DEBT'S KNOWLEDGE, THIS IS THE 
ONLY US FIRM THAT IS BIDDING ON THIS TENDER. WE 
WOULD LIKE TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE TO THIS AGRI- 
BUSINESS EIRM SINCE THIS IS A RELATIVELY NEW FIFED OF 
ENDEAVOR FOR US MARKET PENETRATION. IN MAKING ITS 
APPROACH, EMBASSY SHOULD INDICATE THAT IT UNDERSTANDS 
BALL HAS REQUESTED AN EXTENSION OE BID DEADLINE WHICH WE 
BELIEVE IS REASONABLE AND WE HOPE THAT MINISTRY WILL GIVE 
THIS REQUEST ITS CLOSE ATTENTION. PLEASE ADVISE RESULTS 
OE EMBASSY'S APPROACH. ROBINSON 
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